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CAIRJRGT : Lomment on the Purcell Fanel kevnort

i. The LGD has reviewed the Purcell Panel report and considers
e report to be very useful but deficient in some respects as noted
sslow,  Jn the positive side, we agree with the Panel's conclusion
that our best course for the future is toward the continued improvemert
1 tne HiHed camera in both the CORONA "M'" and "J" svstems. H, as
suggested, the 'A!' system can be brought to 90% or better of top
<uality photegyraphy, and if image intensification is incorporated, the
important intelligence requirement for wide swath search could be
ety without designing a new system.

2, #lthoush, according to Mr. Lundahl, the problem of raulti-
Senscr uaage WES discussed in some detail by the Fanel, the report NRO
<oniaing no reierence to this discussion. The parapgraph on night
~hoiography, for which an IK sensor might have some advantapes,
sreets only the possibilities of modified '"M", -nnd "L svsterns, 25X1A

5. @@ feel that the report does not treat fully the capabilities and
timitations of the -anri "L'" systems, Undoubtedly these svystams are
sroviding valuable R&D data for future eystems aimed at better

sesolution, /iowever, tne report did not consider the problems of NRO
cargeting {and possible solutions) wkich rmay be particularly critical
in the case of - e would not like to see either the -c:r ML 25X1A

systems over-sold at this stage « &t least not until we can bhe satisfied
taat these systermns can lock at something we want to see.

. cuitough paragraph Y of the report conaiders the need for a
caick reaction capability, it does not treat the possible use of elec~
ivonic near real time read-out svetems for this puroose, PFaracsraph
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8, which points at the limitations of these systems, does aot mention
the targeting problems which appear to be associated with them.

It is our understanding that because of band-width limitations, pre-
sent squipment allows for read-out of only a amall percentage of the
take from any one pass over the USSR, This raises the question,
unanswered in the report, as to whether or not control mechanisms
ares capable of selecting for read-out only those targets of interest.
We believe that there is o valid mission for electronic read-out that
should not be dismissed an lightly us is indicated in the report.

5. Finally, we would urge that the DDI/CGS have a seat at the
naxt meeting of this kind, if only to observe and provide an input as
to our interests. Perbaps the next report could then be responsive
to problems related to intelligence in addition to those concerned
with R&hD. We realize that the Panel had only a short time at its
disposal on this particular exercise and for this reason could not deal
with soms of the problems in as much detatl as might have been
desirable,
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WARNING

This document contains information offecting the no'ionol rity of the United Stotes within the mea
ing of the espionage law U S C d Title 18 S 793 nd 794, Th la h bits its transmi
ion or the revelation of |f contents in cny to unoufhorlzed person, as we|| os its usein ¢
rejudici | the safety or inte f h U d Sta or for the benefit of any foreign gover
the of h Uni d S If is b seen only by U. S. personnel especially i
d d h d eceive |nformc'rion h d ed control channels. Its security must be
ed i ordcnce wiTh regulations perfcln h d ated controls,
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